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KYPIAKH TOY TY®AQY
SUNDAY OF THE BLIND MAN

Sunday, May 24, 2020

CHRIST IS RISEN! HE IS TRULY RISEN!
XPIZTOX ANEXTH! AAHOQX ANEXTH!

Important Notice Regarding Services
As per the directives from the Metropolis and for the safety of our parishioners,

Church Services will continue to be closed to the faithful until further notice:

only the Priest and the chanter will conduct services.

Please visit our Website www.stgeorgehamilton.com
and follow us on Facebook: Saint George Hamilton NJ


http://www.stgeorgehamilton.com
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Prokeimenon. Mode Plagal 1.
Psalm 11.7,1

You, O Lord, shall keep us and preserve us.

Verse: Save me, O Lord, for the godly man has failed.

The reading is from Acts of the Apostles 16:16-34

IN THOSE DAYS, as we apostles were going to the
place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a
spirit of divination and brought her owners much gain
by soothsaying. She followed Paul and us, crying,
"These men are servants of the Most High God, who
proclaim to you the way of salvation." And this she did
for many days. But Paul was annoyed, and turned and
said to the spirit, "I charge you in the name of Jesus
Christ to come out of her." And it came out that very
hour. But when her owners saw that their hope of gain
was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them
into the market place before the rulers; and when they
had brought them to the magistrates they said, "These
men are Jews and they are disturbing our city. They ad-
vocate customs which it is not lawful for us Romans to
accept or practice.” The crowd joined in attacking them;
and the magistrates tore the garments off them and gave
orders to beat them with rods. And when they had in-
flicted many blows upon them, they threw them into
prison, charging the jailer to keep them safely. Having
received this charge, he put them into the inner prison
and fastened their feet in the stocks. But about mid-
night Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to
God, and the prisoners were listening to them, and sud-
denly there was a great earthquake, so that the founda-
tions of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the
doors were opened and every one's fetters were unfas-
tened. When the jailer woke and saw that the prison

doors were open, he drew his sword and was about to
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kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped.
But Paul cried with a loud voice, "Do not harm yourself,
for we are all here." And he called for lights and rushed
in, and trembling with fear he fell down before Paul and
Silas, and brought them out and said, "Men, what must I
do to be saved?" And they said, "Believe in the Lord Je-
sus, and you will be saved, you and your household."
And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all
that were in his house. And he took them the same hour
of the night, and washed their wounds, and he was bap-
tized at once, with all his family. Then he brought them
up into his house, and set food before them; and he re-
joiced with all his household that he had believed in
God.
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The Gospel According
to John 9:1-38

At that time, as Jesus passed by, he saw a man blind
from his birth. And his disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?"
Jesus answered, "It was not that this man sinned, or his
parents, but that the works of God might be made mani-
fest in him. We must work the works of him who sent
me, while it is day; night comes, when no one can work.
Aslong as I am in the world, I am the light of the world."
As he said this, he spat on the ground and made clay of
the spittle and anointed the man's eyes with the clay,
saying to him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam" (which
means Sent). So he went and washed and came back
seeing. The neighbors and those who had seen him be-
fore as a beggar, said, "Is not this the man who used to
sit and beg?" Some said, "It is he"; others said, "No, but
he is like him." He said, "I am the man." They said to
him, "Then how were your eyes opened?" He answered,
"The man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes
and said to me, 'Go to Siloam and wash'; so I went and

washed and received my sight." They said to him,
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"Where is he?" He said, "I do not know."

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had former-
ly been blind. Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus
made the clay and opened his eyes. The Pharisees again
asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to
them, "He put clay on my eyes and I washed, and I see.”
Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God,
for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said,
"How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?" There
was a division among them. So they again said to the
blind man, "What do you say about him, since he has
opened your eyes?" He said, "He is a prophet.”

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had
received his sight, until they called the parents of the
man who had received his sight, and asked them, "Is this
your son, who you say was born blind? How then does
he now see?" His parents answered, "We know that this
is our son, and that he was born blind; but how he now
sees we do not know, nor do we know who opened his
eyes. Ask him; he is of age, he will speak for himself."
His parents said this because they feared the Jews, for
the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should con-
fess him to be Christ he was to be put out of the syna-
gogue. Therefore his parents said, "He is of age, ask
him."

So for the second time they called the man who had
been blind, and said to him, "Give God the praise; we
know that this man is a sinner." He answered, "Whether
he is a sinner, I do not know; one thing I know, that
though I was blind, now I'see.” They said to him, "What
did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?" He an-
swered them, "I have told you already and you would
not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you
too want to become his disciples?” And they reviled
him, saying, "You are his disciple, but we are disciples of
Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as
for this man, we do not know where he comes from."
The man answered, "Why, this is a marvel! You do not
know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes.
We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if any-
one is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens
to him. Never since the world began has it been heard

that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. If this
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man were not from God, he could do nothing." They
answered him, "You were born in utter sin, and would
you teach us?" And they cast him out.

Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having
found him he said, "Do you believe in the Son of man?"
He answered, "And who is he, sir, that I may believe in
him?" Jesus said to him, "You have seen him, and it is he
who speaks to you." He said, "Lord, I believe"; and he

worshiped him.

UPCOMING SERVICES

Thursday, May 28: Holy Ascension - Orthros and Divine Liturgy
ITépmtn 28 Maiov: Tng Avadfyews - OpBpog kat Ocia Aertovpyia

May 31: Sunday of the First Ecumenical Council- Orthros and Divine Liturgy
31 Maiov: Kvpuaki] tng IIpatng Owovpevikrg Tvvodov - Opbpog kat Ocia Asttovpyia

©
We continue to retrieve messages from our office phone and email while working remotely.
If you have any questions, concerns or comments, please do not hesitate to contact us.
Thank you for your steadfast support to our beloved Saint George.




We remind our parishioners that Saints Anargyroi Philoptochos Society is here for you during this difficult time.

If you or someone you know needs assistance, please call the church office (609-586-4448) and leave a message.

If you would like to volunteer or offer help, please email: evie.georgopoulos@comcast.net

Thank you for you continued support to Philoptochos!

We humbly thank all who make donations and contributions on line.

You can donate towards candles, stewardship, the “collection basket” and in memory of aloved one.

Please order here: https://my-site-104217-102934.square.site/

Anyone having difficulty with Donating online or Facebook Live Service

can view tutorial at:

https://www.youtube.com/watch2v=f[gMPP9eAJU
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The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America announces the creation of the “Greek Orthodox Archdiocese
COVID-19 Relief Fund” as an important part of its efforts to support those around the country who have
been impacted by the current pandemic. One-time grants of up to $2,500 will be made available to those
who are facing extreme financial hardship as a result of COVID-19.

His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros named Bishop Apostolos of Medeia to lead a committee to ap-
prove applications for relief. Those facing an economic or financial hardship as a result of the COVID-19
Pandemic, and in need of emergency help with expenses such as rent, mortgage, utilities, food, childcare,
medical, funeral or other daily costs, may apply to the COVID-19 Relief Fund, which has been privately

funded, through website: https://www.goarch.org/

Additional Links: Twitter https://bit.ly/twittercovid19reliefvideo

Facebook: https://bit.ly/fb-covid19-video

YouTube: http://bitly/youtube-covid19-release-video
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fJqMPP9eAJU

GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS OF NEW JERSEY
IEPA MHTPOITOAIX NEAX [EPZEHY

His Eminence, Metropolitan Evangelos of New Jersey to Lead
Prayer Service for the Health of those afflicted from COVID-19
Tuesday, May 26, 2020 at 12:30pm

Westfield, NJ
May 18, 2020:

Please join us online on Tuesday, May 26 at 12:30pm from the St. John the Theologian
Greek Orthodox Cathedral in Tenafly, New Jersey, as His Eminence Metropolitan
Evangelos of New Jersey, on behalf of the Holy Eparchial Synod, leads all of us in prayer
for the health and healing of those suffering from the COVID-19 pandemic. This prayer
service will be broadcasted live on the official YouTube Channel of the Metropolis of New
Jersey, the YouTube Channel of the St. John the Theologian Greek Orthodox Cathedral and the
various social media platforms of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese.

This beautiful service grants us the opportunity for all the Clergy and Faithful in the
Greek Orthodox Metropolis of New Jersey, together with the devout Faithful from throughout
the Country, to join together in prayer as we pray for all those suffering with this terrible
disease. His Eminence requests that you please submit to the Metropolis the names of your
family, friends and loved ones that are afflicted with the COVID-19 Virus to
metropolis@nj.goarch.org by Monday, May 25, 2020, so that together we may pray for the

complete restoration of their health.
The online prayer service may be viewed by clicking on one of the links below:

GOMN]J YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5zLKZhXjlj-u8mZVsMrduQ
Tenafly YouTube: www.youtube.com/channel/UCnCLMyhU2m7X 1KhBXIBnRw/
Facebook: www.facebook.com/goarch

Twitter: www.twitter.com/goarch
YouTube: www.youtube.com/greekorthodoxchurch
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Archpastoral Message - May 18, 2020

The Very Reverend and Reverend Clergy

Esteemed Members of the Metropolitan Council, Esteemed Members of the Parish
Councils, Philoptochos Sisterhood, Faculty and Students of the Catechetical and Greek
Afternoon Schools, Directors and Participants of all Youth Organizations, and all devout
Orthodox Christians of the Communities of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of New
Jersey

My Beloved in the Lord,
Xowotog Avéorn! Christ is Risen!

I pray this message finds you well physically and spiritually, experiencing all of
God’s Heavenly Blessings as we continue to celebrate the glorious Resurrection of our
Lord, God, and Savior, Jesus Christ.

As some states begin the slow and cautious process of permitting certain public
areas to reopen in light of the recent progress made against the COVID-19 pandemic, we
are filled with hope that we are slowly, yet eventually, arriving at the end of this most
trying time. This is not to say that the end of the pandemic is imminent, but rather the
progress made gives us cause to have cautious optimism that, God-willing, all of our
Ecclesiastical Communities will be permitted to open their doors again in the near future.
These months have been difficult especially for the devout faithful who have been
yearning to attend the Divine Services, longing to pray in the House of God, and desiring
to participate fully in the Sacramental life of the Church both with their spiritual presence
and their physical presence. Although currently it is not the case, it is our most fervent
prayer and our sincerest hope that the reopening of Ecclesiastical Communities to the
devout faithful will be possible in the near future. In light of this, we must prepare
ourselves both pragmatically and spiritually for when this day, God-willing, soon arrives.

For months the devout faithful have been unable to participate physically in the
Divine Liturgy. The day is coming soon, however, when you will hear the resounding
words of the Divine Liturgy, “With the fear of God, with faith and with love, draw near.”
I implore you all to inscribe these words on your hearts always. On the one hand, these

215 East Grove Street, Westfield, NJ, 07090-1656 « Tel: (908) 301-0500 « Fax: (908) 301-1397
Web: www.nj.goarch.org * E-mail: metropolis@nj.goarch.org



sacred words of the Divine Liturgy prepare us to receive the precious Body and Blood of
our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ. On the other hand, however, they take on
additional meaning for us in these present circumstances. As we prepare to physically
gather again soon for the celebration of the Divine Liturgy, these words will serve as an
angelic herald which calling all devout faithful to action. Having been distanced from
your Ecclesiastical Communities for months, these words will inspire you to approach
our Lord and, when called to Him, to not turn our face away from Him. Therefore, when
the day comes that we will be permitted to safely gather together physically in united
prayer, I encourage you to be spiritually courageous and draw near to our Lord in
unwavering faith and unfettered love exclaiming, “Here I am, Lord” (Is. 6:8).

Though some people may feel trepidation in physically attending the Divine
Services, I implore you to not allow anything to deter you from drawing near to our Lord
and Savior so that you may experience the everlasting life He offers to you through His
Divine Liturgy. For our Lord tells us, “I am the living bread which came down from
heaven; if any one eats of this bread, he will live forever; and the bread which I shall give
for the life of the world is my flesh” (John 6:51).

As we patiently and prayerfully wait for the eventual reopening of our Parish
Communities so that we may, “with faith and with love, draw near,” I beseech each and
every one of you to encourage and to spiritually embolden one another. Though our
Ecclesiastical Communities have endured much over the past couple months, let us be
abounding with faith and love for each other and for our Communities so that when the
doors of our Churches open again, we will be ready physically and spiritually to serve
Christ and His Church.

Praying that our Loving Lord continues to guard and guide each of you and your
families, I remain,

With Paternal Love and Blessings in the Risen Lord,

tEVANGELOS
Metropolitan of New Jersey
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Memorial Day 2020

The Very Reverend and Reverend Clergy

Esteemed Members of the Metropolitan Council, Esteemed Members of the Parish
Councils, Philoptochos Sisterhood, Faculty and Students of the Catechetical and Greek
Afternoon Schools, Directors and Participants of all Youth Organizations, and all devout
Orthodox Christians of the Communities of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of

New Jersey

My Beloved in the Lord,
Xowotog Avéorn! Christ is Risen!

For over 150 years our nation has set aside a day to commemorate the brave men
and women who served this country and gave their lives in defense of our great nation.
Their sacrifice, described by Abraham Lincoln as their last full measure of devotion, was
not motivated out of ego or self-glorification, but it was motivated out of their desire to
ensure that our nation remains free for all generations and that the principles which we
hold so dear remain inviolate. It was through their courage that this nation was
transformed from thirteen colonies into a nation of self-determination as they pledged
their lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honor to its establishment. It was through their
resolve that they preserved the union of this country as brother fought against brother. It
was through their bravery that they traversed the seas to liberate Europe when the
powers of fascism threatened the world.

Their sacrifice has preserved time-honored principles such as freedom, equality,
and justice of which we are all beneficiaries. Their service to our nation paved the way
for this country to ascend the heights of greatness as it has become a shining beacon of
liberty and hope for the entire world. Freedom and all of its benefits, however, come at a
great cost. This cost was paid in the lives of hundreds of thousands of courageous men
and women throughout the life of our nation. They waged war so that we might know
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peace. No amount of thanks can ever be rendered to them for their selfless service and
the sum of our praise can never repay the debt of the nobility of their deeds.

As we pay tribute to these valiant men and women, let us honor their sacrifices
through personal reflection and prayerful remembrance. Moreover, I ask that our
Parishes hold a Trisagion service on Sunday, May 24, 2020 for the repose of the souls
of all deceased veterans and for our deceased brethren. May our prayers for and our
commemoration of these brave souls remain within our hearts so that we may more fully
honor their sacrifice, never forgetting their courage and valor. Praying that God grants
them eternal rest and praying that He guards and protects all members of our armed
forces, law enforcement, and civil authorities, I remain,

With Paternal Love and Blessings in the Risen Lord,
//be,ow’ C" ﬁ”‘ &‘\Fr y(vj

tEVANGELOS
Metropolitan of New Jersey



GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS °° NEW JERSEY

IEPA MHTPONIOAIX NEAX IEPZEHE

May 21, 2020

The Very Reverend and Reverend Clergy

Esteemed Members of the Metropolitan Council, Esteemed Members of the Parish
Councils, Philoptochos Sisterhood, Faculty and Students of the Catechetical and Greek
Afternoon Schools, Directors and Participants of all Youth Organizations, and all devout
Orthodox Christians of the Communities of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of

New Jersey

My Beloved in the Lord,
Xowotog Avéorn! Christ is Risen!

Due the devastating effects of the COVID-19 (Coronavirus) Pandemic, we have
witnessed the interruption and cancellation of numerous Ecclesiastical and social events
both within our own communities and in society at-large. Many of these events centered
around the celebration of significant accomplishments and marked an opportunity for
people to gather in jubilation. One such event which has been affected are the graduation
ceremonies of high school seniors who, having finished their primary education, now
prepare themselves to enter a new world. For some, this marks the beginning of a career
and for others it marks the beginning of a more specialized education. With the present
circumstances, however, the 2020 graduating high school students have generally been
deprived of the opportunity to celebrate this momentous occasion.

Therefore, I am pleased to announce that the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of New
Jersey will be holding a Virtual High School Graduation Ceremony for all of the faithful
Greek Orthodox Christian graduating high school seniors of the Class of 2020 from
throughout our Holy Metropolis. This will offer us the opportunity as a spiritual family
of Greek Orthodox Christians to come together, to recognize, and to celebrate their
accomplishments. By honoring their well-deserve achievement, we can express our
support for them as the Body of Christ as they embark on their new journeys. Details
pertaining to the Virtual Graduation Ceremony such as the date, time, and other relevant
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information will be communicated to the Parish Priest of each Community and to the
devout faithful so that the graduates, their families, and all devout faithful can joyously
participate in this significant celebratory event.

It is my sincerest hope and prayer that you will help join me in celebrating this
auspicious occasion and show your support for our beloved young adults. Although we
are not able to celebrate with them in person, let us fervently pray that our Lord will
guide them and guard them as they enter this new phase of their young lives. Praying
that our Loving Lord protects and guards our graduates, their families, and each one of
you, I remain,

With Paternal Love and Blessings in the Risen Lord,
/ LR e frry?m L Yo ey

+tEVANGELOS
Metropolitan of New Jersey



