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His Eminence, Metropolitan Evangelos of New Jersey to Lead 
Prayer Service for the Health of those afflicted from COVID-19 

Tuesday, May 26, 2020 at 12:30pm 

 
Westfield, NJ 
May 18, 2020: 
 

Please join us online on Tuesday, May 26 at 12:30pm from the St. John the Theologian 
Greek Orthodox Cathedral in Tenafly, New Jersey, as His Eminence Metropolitan 
Evangelos of New Jersey, on behalf of the Holy Eparchial Synod, leads all of us in prayer 
for the health and healing of those suffering from the COVID-19 pandemic. This prayer 
service will be broadcasted live on the official YouTube Channel of the Metropolis of New 
Jersey, the YouTube Channel of the St. John the Theologian Greek Orthodox Cathedral and the 
various social media platforms of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese. 
 

This beautiful service grants us the opportunity for all the Clergy and Faithful in the 
Greek Orthodox Metropolis of New Jersey, together with the devout Faithful from throughout 
the Country, to join together in prayer as we pray for all those suffering with this terrible 
disease. His Eminence requests that you please submit to the Metropolis the names of your 
family, friends and loved ones that are afflicted with the COVID-19 Virus to 
metropolis@nj.goarch.org by Monday, May 25, 2020, so that together we may pray for the 
complete restoration of their health.   
 
 The online prayer service may be viewed by clicking on one of the links below: 
 
GOMNJ YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5zLKZhXjIj-u8mZVsMrduQ 
Tenafly YouTube: www.youtube.com/channel/UCnCLMyhU2m7X_1KhBXlBnRw/ 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/goarch  
Twitter: www.twitter.com/goarch 
YouTube: www.youtube.com/greekorthodoxchurch 
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Archpastoral Message - May 18, 2020 
 

 

The Very Reverend and Reverend Clergy  

Esteemed Members of the Metropolitan Council, Esteemed Members of the Parish 

Councils, Philoptochos Sisterhood, Faculty and Students of the Catechetical and Greek 

Afternoon Schools, Directors and Participants of all Youth Organizations, and all devout 

Orthodox Christians of the Communities of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of New 

Jersey 

 

 

My Beloved in the Lord,  

 

Χριστὸς Ἀνέστη! Christ is Risen! 

 

 I pray this message finds you well physically and spiritually, experiencing all of 

God’s Heavenly Blessings as we continue to celebrate the glorious Resurrection of our 

Lord, God, and Savior, Jesus Christ.  

 

 As some states begin the slow and cautious process of permitting certain public 

areas to reopen in light of the recent progress made against the COVID-19 pandemic, we 

are filled with hope that we are slowly, yet eventually, arriving at the end of this most 

trying time. This is not to say that the end of the pandemic is imminent, but rather the 

progress made gives us cause to have cautious optimism that, God-willing, all of our 

Ecclesiastical Communities will be permitted to open their doors again in the near future. 

These months have been difficult especially for the devout faithful who have been 

yearning to attend the Divine Services, longing to pray in the House of God, and desiring 

to participate fully in the Sacramental life of the Church both with their spiritual presence 

and their physical presence. Although currently it is not the case, it is our most fervent 

prayer and our sincerest hope that the reopening of Ecclesiastical Communities to the 

devout faithful will be possible in the near future. In light of this, we must prepare 

ourselves both pragmatically and spiritually for when this day, God-willing, soon arrives.  

  

For months the devout faithful have been unable to participate physically in the 

Divine Liturgy. The day is coming soon, however, when you will hear the resounding 

words of the Divine Liturgy, “With the fear of God, with faith and with love, draw near.” 

I implore you all to inscribe these words on your hearts always. On the one hand, these 



 

 

sacred words of the Divine Liturgy prepare us to receive the precious Body and Blood of 

our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ. On the other hand, however, they take on 

additional meaning for us in these present circumstances. As we prepare to physically 

gather again soon for the celebration of the Divine Liturgy, these words will serve as an 

angelic herald which calling all devout faithful to action. Having been distanced from 

your Ecclesiastical Communities for months, these words will inspire you to approach 

our Lord and, when called to Him, to not turn our face away from Him. Therefore, when 

the day comes that we will be permitted to safely gather together physically in united 

prayer, I encourage you to be spiritually courageous and draw near to our Lord in 

unwavering faith and unfettered love exclaiming, “Here I am, Lord” (Is. 6:8).  

 

Though some people may feel trepidation in physically attending the Divine 

Services, I implore you to not allow anything to deter you from drawing near to our Lord 

and Savior so that you may experience the everlasting life He offers to you through His 

Divine Liturgy. For our Lord tells us, “I am the living bread which came down from 

heaven; if any one eats of this bread, he will live forever; and the bread which I shall give 

for the life of the world is my flesh” (John 6:51). 

 

 As we patiently and prayerfully wait for the eventual reopening of our Parish 

Communities so that we may, “with faith and with love, draw near,” I beseech each and 

every one of you to encourage and to spiritually embolden one another. Though our 

Ecclesiastical Communities have endured much over the past couple months, let us be 

abounding with faith and love for each other and for our Communities so that when the 

doors of our Churches open again, we will be ready physically and spiritually to serve 

Christ and His Church.  

 

 Praying that our Loving Lord continues to guard and guide each of you and your 

families, I remain,  

 

 

                                                With Paternal Love and Blessings in the Risen Lord, 

                                                                       
                                                        † E V A N G E L O S 

                                                                     Metropolitan of New Jersey 
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        Memorial Day 2020 

 

The Very Reverend and Reverend Clergy  

Esteemed Members of the Metropolitan Council, Esteemed Members of the Parish 

Councils, Philoptochos Sisterhood, Faculty and Students of the Catechetical and Greek 

Afternoon Schools, Directors and Participants of all Youth Organizations, and all devout 

Orthodox Christians of the Communities of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of  

New Jersey 

 

 

My Beloved in the Lord,  

 

Χριστὸς Ἀνέστη! Christ is Risen! 

 

 For over 150 years our nation has set aside a day to commemorate the brave men 

and women who served this country and gave their lives in defense of our great nation. 

Their sacrifice, described by Abraham Lincoln as their last full measure of devotion, was 

not motivated out of ego or self-glorification, but it was motivated out of their desire to 

ensure that our nation remains free for all generations and that the principles which we 

hold so dear remain inviolate. It was through their courage that this nation was 

transformed from thirteen colonies into a nation of self-determination as they pledged 

their lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honor to its establishment. It was through their 

resolve that they preserved the union of this country as brother fought against brother. It 

was through their bravery that they traversed the seas to liberate Europe when the 

powers of fascism threatened the world.  

 

 Their sacrifice has preserved time-honored principles such as freedom, equality, 

and justice of which we are all beneficiaries. Their service to our nation paved the way 

for this country to ascend the heights of greatness as it has become a shining beacon of 

liberty and hope for the entire world. Freedom and all of its benefits, however, come at a 

great cost. This cost was paid in the lives of hundreds of thousands of courageous men 

and women throughout the life of our nation. They waged war so that we might know 



 
 

peace. No amount of thanks can ever be rendered to them for their selfless service and 

the sum of our praise can never repay the debt of the nobility of their deeds.  

 

 As we pay tribute to these valiant men and women, let us honor their sacrifices 

through personal reflection and prayerful remembrance. Moreover, I ask that our 

Parishes hold a Trisagion service on Sunday, May 24, 2020 for the repose of the souls 

of all deceased veterans and for our deceased brethren. May our prayers for and our 

commemoration of these brave souls remain within our hearts so that we may more fully 

honor their sacrifice, never forgetting their courage and valor. Praying that God grants 

them eternal rest and praying that He guards and protects all members of our armed 

forces, law enforcement, and civil authorities, I remain,    

 

 

                                                With Paternal Love and Blessings in the Risen Lord, 

                                                                                       
                                                        † E V A N G E L O S 

                                                                     Metropolitan of New Jersey 
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        May 21, 2020 

 

The Very Reverend and Reverend Clergy  

Esteemed Members of the Metropolitan Council, Esteemed Members of the Parish 

Councils, Philoptochos Sisterhood, Faculty and Students of the Catechetical and Greek 

Afternoon Schools, Directors and Participants of all Youth Organizations, and all devout 

Orthodox Christians of the Communities of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of  

New Jersey 

 

 

My Beloved in the Lord,  

 

Χριστὸς Ἀνέστη! Christ is Risen! 

 

 Due the devastating effects of the COVID-19 (Coronavirus) Pandemic, we have 

witnessed the interruption and cancellation of numerous Ecclesiastical and social events 

both within our own communities and in society at-large. Many of these events centered 

around the celebration of significant accomplishments and marked an opportunity for 

people to gather in jubilation. One such event which has been affected are the graduation 

ceremonies of high school seniors who, having finished their primary education, now 

prepare themselves to enter a new world. For some, this marks the beginning of a career 

and for others it marks the beginning of a more specialized education. With the present 

circumstances, however, the 2020 graduating high school students have generally been 

deprived of the opportunity to celebrate this momentous occasion.  

 

 Therefore, I am pleased to announce that the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of New 

Jersey will be holding a Virtual High School Graduation Ceremony for all of the faithful 

Greek Orthodox Christian graduating high school seniors of the Class of 2020 from 

throughout our Holy Metropolis. This will offer us the opportunity as a spiritual family 

of Greek Orthodox Christians to come together, to recognize, and to celebrate their 

accomplishments. By honoring their well-deserve achievement, we can express our 

support for them as the Body of Christ as they embark on their new journeys. Details 

pertaining to the Virtual Graduation Ceremony such as the date, time, and other relevant 



 
 

 
 

information will be communicated to the Parish Priest of each Community and to the 

devout faithful so that the graduates, their families, and all devout faithful can joyously 

participate in this significant celebratory event.  

 

 It is my sincerest hope and prayer that you will help join me in celebrating this 

auspicious occasion and show your support for our beloved young adults. Although we 

are not able to celebrate with them in person, let us fervently pray that our Lord will 

guide them and guard them as they enter this new phase of their young lives. Praying 

that our Loving Lord protects and guards our graduates, their families, and each one of 

you, I remain,  

 

 

                                                With Paternal Love and Blessings in the Risen Lord, 

                                                                                     
                                                        † E V A N G E L O S 

                                                                     Metropolitan of New Jersey 

 


